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(57) ABSTRACT

An optical distance determination device includes a first
image sensor, an auxiliary image sensor, and a distance mea-
suring module. The first image sensor is for capturing a first
image comprising image information of an object. The aux-
iliary image sensor is for capturing an auxiliary image com-
prising image information of the object, and a physical dis-
tance between the first image sensor and the auxiliary image
sensor. The distance measuring module is for calculating
pixel distance of an image formation position of the object in
the first image and the auxiliary image for calculating an
approximate distance between the object and the first image
sensor according to the pixel distance, the physical distance,
and focal lengths of the first image sensor and the auxiliary
image sensor.

16 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets
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Y . 72
A [irsl image sensor and a second image
sensor capture a first image and a second
image of a plurality of objects from a
first position and a sccond position on a
touch panel, respectively

Y 14
An auxiliary image sensor having the same
focal length as the first image sensor
captures an auxiliary image of a target
object of the plurality of objects from an
auxiliary position a physical distance away
[rom Lhe [irsl posilion

Y . 76
A coordinates calculation module calculates a
plurality of candidate coordinates of the
plurality of objects according to image
formation positions of the plurality of objccts
in the first image and the second image

Y s 8
A true image determination module selects a set
of coordinatcs of the plurality of candidatc
coordinates as coordinates of the target object
according to image formation positions of the
target object in the first image and the auxiliary
image, physical distance between the first position
and the auxiliary position, and the focal length
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OPTICAL DISTANCE DETERMINATION
DEVICE, OPTICAL TOUCH MONITORING
SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR MEASURING
DISTANCE OF A TOUCH POINT ON AN
OPTICAL TOUCH PANEL

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to optical touch display sys-
tems and methods, and more particularly to a multi-touch
optical touch display system and related method that recog-
nizes ghost points.

2. Description of the Prior Art

Current touch display technology is utilized in many types
of electronic products, including automatic teller machines,
handheld electronic devices, and displays. Touch display
technology can be subdivided into resistive, capacitive, and
optical touch. Resistive and capacitive touch display tech-
nologies utilize electric field variations on a touch display
surface caused by an object contacting a sensor device to
position the object. Optical touch display technologies utilize
optical path blockages or optical image variations caused by
an object moving on a surface of a touch display to position
the object.

Optical touch display technology does not require special
fabrication and components in display device manufacturing
processes, so optical touch display manufacturing costs are
typically lower than those of resistive or capacitive touch
screens. However, optical touch displays are susceptible to
detection errors when utilized in multitouch configurations,
due to intersection points formed by blocking of multiple
optical paths. Although the prior art may utilize images cap-
tured at different instants to determine true touch points, if an
object being detected is static, the true touch points cannot be
determined. Please refer to FIG. 1, which is a diagram illus-
trating ghost points formed in an optical touch display per-
forming multitouch detection due to blocking of multiple
optical paths. As shown in FIG. 1, optical paths of light
emitted by light sources 101, 102 are blocked by objects O1,
02 being detected. Because the optical touch display of the
prior art is only able to detect whether or not an optical path is
blocked (and cannot determine distance to the object), the
optical touch display not only finds the objects O1, O2, but
also generates ghost points G1, G2 due to intersection points
of the blocked optical paths.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to an embodiment, an optical distance determi-
nation device comprises a first image sensor, an auxiliary
image sensor, and a distance measuring module. The first
image sensor is for capturing a first image comprising image
information of an object. The auxiliary image sensor is for
capturing an auxiliary image comprising image information
of'the object, and a physical distance between the first image
sensor and the auxiliary image sensor. The distance measur-
ing module is for calculating pixel distance of an image
formation position of the object in the first image and the
auxiliary image for calculating an approximate distance
between the object and the first image sensor according to the
pixel distance, the physical distance, and focal lengths of the
first image sensor and the auxiliary image sensor.

According to an embodiment, an optical touch display
system comprises a touch panel, a first image sensor, a second
image sensor, an auxiliary image sensor, a coordinates calcu-
lation module, and a true image determination module. The
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touch panel is contactable by a plurality of objects. The first
image sensor is for capturing a first image comprising image
information of the plurality of objects on the touch panel. The
second image sensor is for capturing a second image com-
prising image information of the plurality of objects on the
touch panel. The auxiliary image sensor is for capturing an
auxiliary image comprising image information of at least one
target object of the plurality of objects on the touch panel, and
a physical distance between the first image sensor and the
auxiliary image sensor. The coordinates calculation module is
for calculating a plurality of candidate coordinates of the
plurality of objects comprising the target object according to
image formation positions of the plurality of objects in the
first image and the second image. The true image determina-
tion module is for calculating a pixel distance between the
image formation positions of the target object in the first
image and the auxiliary image, and selecting a set of candi-
date coordinates of the plurality of candidate coordinates as
coordinates of the target object according to the pixel dis-
tance, the physical distance, and focal lengths of the first
image sensor and the second image sensor.

According to an embodiment, a method of measuring dis-
tance in a touch panel comprises capturing a first image and a
second image comprising image information of a plurality of
objects from a first position and a second position located at
different corners of the touch panel, respectively; capturing
an auxiliary image comprising image information of at least
one target object from an auxiliary position a physical dis-
tance away from the first position, wherein the first image and
the auxiliary image are captured at focal lengths of a first
image sensor and an auxiliary image sensor respectively;
calculating a plurality of candidate coordinates of the plural-
ity of objects comprising the target object according to image
formation positions of the plurality of objects in the first
image and the second image; and selecting a set of coordi-
nates of the plurality of candidate coordinates as coordinates
of'the target object according to image formation positions of
the target object in the first image and the auxiliary image, the
physical distance between the first position and the auxiliary
position, and the focal lengths ofthe first image sensor and the
auxiliary image sensor.

These and other objectives of the present invention will no
doubt become obvious to those of ordinary skill in the art after
reading the following detailed description of the preferred
embodiment that is illustrated in the various figures and draw-
ings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating ghost points formed in an
optical touch display performing multitouch detection due to
blocking of multiple optical paths.

FIG. 2 is a diagram of an optical distance determination
device according to an embodiment.

FIG. 3 is a diagram of the distance measuring module
determining pixel distance according to image formation
positions of the detected object in a first image and an auxil-
iary image.

FIG. 4A and FIG. 4B are diagrams illustrating triangular
relationships between the first image sensor, the auxiliary
image sensor, and the detected object.

FIG. 5 is a diagram of an optical touch display system
according to another embodiment.

FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating an optical touch display
system according to another embodiment.
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FIG. 7 is a flowchart diagram of a method of measuring
distance in an optical touch display according to an embodi-
ment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Please refer to FIG. 2, which is a diagram of an optical
distance determination device 200 according to an embodi-
ment. The optical distance determination device 200 com-
prises a first image sensor 202, an auxiliary image sensor 204,
and a distance measuring module 206. The first image sensor
202 is for capturing a first image comprising an image of a
detected object. The auxiliary image sensor 204 is for captur-
ing an auxiliary image comprising an image of the detected
object. The first image sensor 202 and the auxiliary image
sensor 204 are separated by a physical distance b. Focal
lengths fof the first image sensor 202 and the auxiliary image
sensor 204 are the same. The first image sensor 202 and the
auxiliary image sensor 204 have the same visual angle, pixel
matrices of the first image sensor 202 and the auxiliary image
sensor 204 have the same number of pixels, and each pixel has
the same pixel width. The distance measuring module 206 is
coupled to the first image sensor 202 and the auxiliary image
sensor 204, and is utilized for calculating pixel distance d
(shown in FIG. 3) of an image formation position of the
detected object 208 in the first image and the auxiliary image,
and calculating an approximate distance between the detected
object 208 and the first image sensor 202 according to the
pixel distance d, the physical distance b, and the focal lengths
f.

The first image sensor 202 and the auxiliary image sensor
204 may directly output the captured first image and auxiliary
image. The distance measuring module 206 directly calcu-
lates image formation positions of the detected object 208 in
the first image and the auxiliary image according to the first
image and the auxiliary image, so as to calculate the pixel
distance d between the image formation positions of the
detected object 208 in the first image and the auxiliary image.
The first image sensor 202 and the auxiliary image sensor 204
may process the first image and the auxiliary image to calcu-
late the image formation positions of the detected object 208
in the first image and the auxiliary image, and the distance
measuring module 206 may receive the image formation
positions for calculating the pixel distance d. Utilizing the
first image sensor 202 and the auxiliary image sensor 204 to
calculate the image formation positions of the detected object
208 directly greatly reduces amount of data the first image
sensor 202 and the auxiliary image sensor 204 are required to
output.

Please refer to FIG. 3, which is a diagram of the distance
measuring module 206 determining pixel distance d accord-
ing to image formation positions 3022, 3042 of the detected
object 208 in a first image 302 and an auxiliary image 304. As
shown in FIG. 3, the pixel distance d represents distance
between the image formation positions 3022, 3042 of the
detected object 208 determined by the first image sensor 202
and the auxiliary image sensor 204. When the first image
sensor 202 and the auxiliary image sensor 204 have the same
visual angle, the pixel matrices of the first image sensor 202
and the auxiliary image sensor 204 have the same number of
pixels, and each pixel has the same pixel width w, the pixel
distance d equals the product of a number n of pixels between
the image formation position 3022 of the first image 302 and
the image formation position 3042 of the auxiliary image 304,
and the pixel width w. The pixel width w may be measured as
an integer number of pixels. The number n may be any real
number of pixels.
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In some embodiments, the first image sensor 202 and the
auxiliary image sensor 204 may have different focal lengths.
For example, when the first image sensor 202 has a focal
length f1, and the auxiliary image sensor 204 has a focal
length 12, a ratio of the focal length 2 to the focal length f1
may be utilized to correct the image formation position 3042
of the detected object 208 in the auxiliary image 304. For
example, the ratio of the focal length f2 to the focal length f1
may be utilized to shift the image formation position 3042 of
the detected object 208 in the auxiliary image 304 left or right.
In this manner, the pixel distance d may be calculated accord-
ing to the image formation position 3022 in the first image
302 and the corrected image formation position of the
detected object 208 in the auxiliary image 304.

Ifthe first image sensor 202 and the auxiliary image sensor
204 have different visual angles, the ratio of the visual angles
of the first image sensor 202 and the auxiliary image sensor
204 may be utilized to correct the image formation position of
the detected object 208 in the auxiliary image 304. For
example, the ratio of the visual angles may be utilized to shift
the image formation position 3042 of the detected object 208
in the auxiliary image 304 left or right. In this manner, the
pixel distance d may be calculated according to the image
formation position 3022 in the first image 302 and the cor-
rected image formation position of the detected object 208 in
the auxiliary image 304.

When the pixel matrices of the first image sensor 202 and
the auxiliary image sensor 204 have different pixel widths,
after directly calculating the image formation positions 3022,
3042 of the detected object 208 in the first image 302 and the
auxiliary image 304, the pixel distance d may be calculated by
taking the difference of the two image formation positions
3022, 3042.

When the first image sensor 202 and the auxiliary image
sensor 204 have different focal lengths, visual angles, or pixel
widths, calculation of the pixel distance d may be performed
after first calibrating the information obtained by the auxil-
iary image sensor 204 based on the first image sensor 202, or
by calibrating the information obtained by the first image
sensor 202 based on the auxiliary sensor 204. Calibration
techniques of this type are widely known among those of
ordinary skill in the art, so further description thereof is
omitted here.

Please refer to FIG. 4A and FIG. 4B, which are diagrams
illustrating triangular relationships between the first image
sensor 202, the auxiliary image sensor 204, and the detected
object 208. As shown in FIG. 4A, the first image sensor 202
and the auxiliary image sensor 204 are separated by a prede-
termined physical distance b, the first image sensor 202 and
the detected object 208 are separated by a first distance 71,
and the auxiliary image sensor 204 and the detected object
208 are separated by a second distance Z2. If approximate
distance Z is much greater than the physical distance b, then
the first distance Z1 and the second distance Z2 are both
approximately equal to the approximate distance Z. FIG. 4B
is derived from FIG. 4A by moving the second distance 72 of
FIG. 4A to the left of the first distance Z1, such that the first
distance Z1 and the second distance Z2 intersect at the loca-
tion of the first image sensor 202. As shown in FIG. 4B,
equation (1) below may be derived from the similar triangles
principle. Thus, the pixel distance d, the physical distance b,
and the focal length f may be used to obtain the approximate
distance Z as follows:
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where f represents the focal length of the first image sensor
202, b represents the physical distance between the first
image sensor 202 and the auxiliary image sensor 204, d
represents the pixel distance, n represents the number of
pixels in the pixel matrices, and w represents pixel width of
the pixels in the pixel matrices. The number n in equation (1)
may be any real number.

In another embodiment of FIG. 2, focal lengths of the first
image sensor 202 and the auxiliary image sensor 204 are
different, but have a fixed relationship. Operation principles
are thus the same as the embodiment of FIG. 2, and are not
further described.

Please refer to FIG. 5, which is a diagram of an optical
touch display system 500 according to another embodiment.
The optical touch display system 500 comprises a touch panel
502, a first image sensor 504, a second image sensor 506, an
auxiliary image sensor 508, a coordinates calculation module
510, and a true image determination module 512. The touch
panel 502 is contactable by a plurality of detected objects. As
shown in FIG. 5, two detected objects O1, O2 contact the
touch panel 502, but number of detected objects is not to be
construed as limited to the two shown in the embodiment of
FIG. 5. The first image sensor 504 is for capturing a first
image comprising an image of the two detected objects O1,
02 on the touch panel 502. The second image sensor 506 is
for capturing a second image comprising an image of the two
objects O1, O2 on the touch panel 502. The auxiliary image
sensor 508 is for capturing an auxiliary image comprising an
image of at least one target object of the two objects O1, O2
on the touch panel, and also calculates a physical distance b1
between the first image sensor 504 and the auxiliary image
sensor 508. Focal lengths f1 of the first image sensor 504 and
the auxiliary image sensor 508 are the same. As shown in the
embodiment of FIG. 5, the target object is the detected object
O1, but the embodiment is not limited thereto. The coordi-
nates calculation module 510 is coupled to the first image
sensor 504 and the second image sensor 506 for calculating a
plurality of candidate coordinates of the two detected objects
01, O2 comprising coordinates of the target object (O1)
according to image formation positions of the two detected
objects O1, O2 in the first image and the second image. The
true image determination module 512 is coupled to the first
image sensor 504 and the auxiliary image sensor 508 for
calculating a pixel distance d1 between the image formation
positions of the target object (O1) in the first image and the
auxiliary image, and substituting the pixel distance d1, the
physical distance b1, and focal lengths f1 into equation (1) to
calculate an approximate distance Zt (much greater than the
physical distance b1) between the target object and the first
image sensor 502. Then, based on the approximate distance
71, a set of candidate coordinates of the plurality of candidate
coordinates is selected as the coordinates of the target object
(O1). The first image sensor 504 and the auxiliary image
sensor 508 have the same visual angle, and the first image
sensor 504 and the auxiliary image sensor 508 are located at
the same corner of the touch panel 502. Pixel matrices of the
first image sensor 504 and the auxiliary image sensor 508
have the same number of pixels, and each pixel has the same
pixel width. According to the same concept as illustrated in
FIG. 3, it can be seen that the pixel distance d1 is equal to the
product of the number n1 of pixels between the image forma-
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tion positions of the target object in the first image and the
auxiliary image and the pixel width w1.

The first image sensor 504 and the second image sensor
506 are located in different corners of the touch panel 502,
and the coordinates calculation module 510 utilizes triangu-
lation to calculate the plurality of candidate coordinates of the
detected objects O1, O2 on the touch panel 502 according to
information obtained from the image formation positions of
the detected objects O1, O2 in the first image and the second
image.

In another embodiment of FIG. 5, the first image sensor
504 and the auxiliary image sensor 508 have difterent focal
lengths, but the focal lengths of the first image sensor 504 and
the auxiliary image sensor 508 have a fixed relationship.
Thus, operation principles thereof are the same as described
above for FIG. 5, and are not repeated here.

Please refer to FIG. 6, which is a diagram illustrating an
optical touch display system 600 according to another
embodiment. The optical touch display system 600 comprises
a touch panel 602, a first image sensor 604, a second image
sensor 606, an auxiliary image sensor 608, a coordinates
calculation module 610, and a true image determination mod-
ule 612, and a third image sensor 614. The optical touch
display system 600 shown in FIG. 6 is different form the
optical touch display system 500 shown in FIG. 5 in that the
optical touch display system 600 further comprises the third
image sensor 614 utilized for capturing a third image com-
prising an image of the detected objects O1, O2 on the touch
panel 602. The third image sensor 614, the first image sensor
604, and the second image sensor 606 are all located at
different positions. The coordinates calculation module 610
is coupled to the first image sensor 604, the second image
sensor 606, and the third image sensor 614, and utilizes tri-
angulation for calculating the plurality of candidate coordi-
nates of the detected objects O1, O2 according to the image
formation positions of the detected objects O1, O2 in the first
image, the second image, and the third image. Other than the
above differences, the optical touch display system 600 is
similar in function to the optical touch display system 500,
and description of the same operating principles is not
repeated.

In another embodiment of FIG. 6, the first image sensor
604 and the auxiliary image sensor 608 have different focal
lengths, but the focal lengths of the first image sensor 604 and
the auxiliary image sensor 608 have a fixed relationship.
Thus, operation principles thereof are the same as described
above for FIG. 6, and are not repeated here.

Please refer to FIG. 7, which is a flowchart diagram of a
method of measuring distance in an optical touch display
according to an embodiment. The method shown in FIG. 7 is
illustrated with reference to the optical touch display system
500 of FIG. 5, and comprises the following steps:

Step 70: Start;

Step 72: The first image sensor 504 and the second image
sensor 506 capture a first image and a second image of the
detected objects O1, O2 from a first position and a second
position of the touch screen 502, wherein the first position and
the second position are located at different corners of the
touch screen 502;

Step 74: The auxiliary image sensor 508 captures an aux-
iliary image comprising an image of the target object (O1) of
the detected objects O1, O2 from an auxiliary position a
physical distance b1 away from the first position, wherein the
auxiliary image sensor 508 and the first image sensor 504
have the same focal length;

Step 76: The coordinates calculation module 510 calcu-
lates a plurality of candidate coordinates of the detected
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objects O1, O2 comprising the target object (O1) according to
image formation positions of the detected objects O1, O2 in
the first image and the second image;

Step 78: The true image determination module 512 selects
a set of coordinates of the plurality of candidate coordinates
as coordinates of the target object (O1) according to the image
formation positions of the target object (O1) in the first image
and the auxiliary image, the physical distance b1 between the
first position and the auxiliary position, and the focal length
f1; and

Step 80: End.

In Step 72 and Step 74, the first image sensor 504 and the
auxiliary image sensor 508 capture the first image and the
auxiliary image from the same visual angle, and the first
image sensor 504 and the auxiliary image sensor 508 are
located at the same corner of the touch panel 502. The first
image and the auxiliary image have the same horizontal pixel
resolution, and each pixel of the first image and the auxiliary
image has the same width. In Step 76, the coordinates calcu-
lation module 510 utilizes triangulation to calculate the plu-
rality of candidate coordinates of the detected objects O1, O2
on the touch screen 502 according to information obtained
from the image formation positions of the detected objects
01, O2 in the first image and the second image. In Step 78, the
true image determination module 512 obtains the pixel dis-
tance d1 according to the image formation positions of the
target object (O1) in the first image and the auxiliary image,
then substitutes the pixel distance d1, the physical distance
b1, and the focal length 1 into equation (1) to calculate an
approximate distance Zt between the target object and the first
image sensor 502. A set of coordinates of the plurality of
candidate coordinates is selected as coordinates of the target
object (O1) according to the approximate distance Zt.

The optical distance determination device, the optical
touch display systems, and the method of measuring distance
provided by the embodiments described above utilize the
images captured by the auxiliary image sensor and the first
image sensor to triangulate the approximate distance between
the detected object(s) and the first image sensor. According to
the approximate distance between the detected object(s) and
the first image sensor, the true image determination module
determines ghost point coordinates of the plurality of candi-
date coordinates generated by the coordinates calculation
module according to the image formation positions of the
detected object(s) in the first image and the second image.
Thus, the optical distance determination device, the optical
touch display system, and the method of measuring distance
provided can effectively solve the problem of the ghost points
formed due to intersection points of blocked optical paths
caused when using optical touch technology to process mul-
titouch input.

Those skilled in the art will readily observe that numerous
modifications and alterations of the device and method may
be made while retaining the teachings of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. An optical touch display system comprising:

a touch panel contactable by a plurality of objects;

a first image sensor for capturing a first image comprising
image information of the plurality of objects on the
touch panel;

a second image sensor for capturing a second image com-
prising image information of the plurality of objects on
the touch panel;

an auxiliary image sensor for capturing an auxiliary image
comprising image information of at least one target
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object of the plurality of objects on the touch panel, and
a physical distance between the first image sensor and
the auxiliary image sensor;

a coordinates calculation module for calculating a plurality
of candidate coordinates of the plurality of objects com-
prising the target object according to image formation
positions of the plurality of objects in the first image and
the second image; and

a true image determination module for calculating a pixel
distance between the image formation positions of the
target object in the first image and the auxiliary image,
and selecting a set of candidate coordinates of the plu-
rality of candidate coordinates as coordinates of the
target object according to the pixel distance, the physical
distance, and focal lengths of the first image sensor and
the second image sensor;

wherein the first image sensor and the auxiliary image
sensor have the same focal length, ratio of the focal
length and the pixel distance is approximately equal to
ratio of the physical distance and distance between the
plurality of objects and the first image sensor, and the
true image determination module selects the set of can-
didate coordinates from the plurality of candidate coor-
dinates as the coordinates of the plurality of objects
through the physical distance according to the ratio of
the focal length and the pixel distance.

2. The optical touch display system of claim 1, wherein the
first image sensor and the auxiliary image sensor have the
same visual angle, pixel matrices ofthe first image sensor and
the auxiliary image sensor have the same number of pixels,
and each pixel has the same pixel width.

3. The optical touch display system of claim 2, wherein the
pixel distance represents the product of difference between
locations of the plurality of objects in the first image and the
auxiliary image and the pixel width.

4. The optical touch display system of claim 1, wherein the
true image determination module calculates approximate dis-
tance between the plurality of objects and the first image
sensor through the physical distance according to the ratio of
the focal length and the pixel distance, and selects the set of
candidate coordinates from the plurality of candidate coordi-
nates as the coordinates of the plurality of objects according
to the approximate distance.

5. The optical touch display system of claim 1, wherein the
first image sensor and the second image sensor are located at
different corners of the touch panel, and the first image sensor
and the auxiliary image sensor are located at the same corner
of the touch panel.

6. The optical touch display system of claim 1, wherein the
first image sensor, the second image sensor, and the auxiliary
image sensor each further comprise a projection light source
for providing light need when capturing images.

7. The optical touch display system of claim 1, wherein the
first image sensor, the second image sensor, and the auxiliary
image sensor capture the first image, the second image, and
the auxiliary image simultaneously.

8. The optical touch display system of claim 1, wherein the
coordinates calculation module utilizes triangulation to cal-
culate the plurality of candidate coordinates of the plurality of
objects through image formation positions of the plurality of
objects in the first image and the second image.

9. The optical touch display system of claim 1, further
comprising a third image sensor for capturing a third image
comprising image information of the plurality of objects on
the touch panel, wherein the coordinates calculation module
utilizes triangulation to calculate the plurality of candidate
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coordinates according to image formation positions of the
plurality of objects in the first image, the second image, and
the third image.

10. The optical touch display system of claim 1, wherein
when the first image sensor and the auxiliary image sensor
have different visual angles or different focal lengths, the first
image sensor is utilized as a reference for calibrating image
formation positions of the plurality of objects obtained by the
auxiliary image sensor, or the auxiliary image sensor is uti-
lized as a reference for calibrating image formation positions
of the plurality of objects obtained by the first image sensor.

11. A method of measuring distance in a touch panel, the
method comprising:

capturing a first image and a second image comprising

image information of a plurality of objects from a first
position and a second position located at different cor-
ners of the touch panel, respectively;

capturing an auxiliary image comprising image informa-

tion of at least one target object from an auxiliary posi-
tion a physical distance away from the first position,
wherein the first image and the auxiliary image are cap-
tured at a first focal length and a second focal length of
a first image sensor and an auxiliary image sensor
respectively;

calculating a plurality of candidate coordinates of the plu-

rality of objects comprising the target object according
to image formation positions of the plurality of objects
in the first image and the second image; and

selecting a set of coordinates of the plurality of candidate

coordinates as coordinates of the target object according
to image formation positions of the target object in the
firstimage and the auxiliary image, the physical distance
between the first position and the auxiliary position, and
the focal lengths of the first image sensor and the auxil-
iary image sensor;

wherein the first image and the auxiliary image are cap-

tured from the same visual angle, horizontal pixel reso-
Iutions of the first image and the auxiliary image are the
same, and each pixel has the same width and wherein the
first focal length and the second focal length are the
same, and the set of coordinates of the plurality of can-
didate coordinates are selected as the coordinates of the
target object according to a pixel distance obtained by
calculating the product of difference between pixel posi-
tions of the target object in the first image and the aux-
iliary image and pixel width.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein the set of coordinates
of' the plurality of candidate coordinates are selected through
the physical distance according to ratio of the same focal
length and the pixel distance, and the ratio of the same focal
length and the pixel distance is approximately equal to ratio of
the physical distance and distance between the target object
and the first position.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein the approximate
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distance between the target object and the first position is 55

calculated through the physical distance according to the ratio
of'the same focal length and the pixel distance, and the set of
coordinates of the plurality of candidate coordinates are
selected according to the approximate distance.
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14. The method of claim 11, wherein the first image, the
second image, and the auxiliary image are captured approxi-
mately simultaneously.

15. The method of claim 11, wherein triangulation is uti-
lized to calculate the plurality of candidate coordinates of the
plurality of objects according to image formation positions of
the plurality of objects in the first image and the second
image.

16. A method of measuring distance in a touch panel, the
method comprising:

capturing a first image and a second image comprising

image information of a plurality of objects from a first
position and a second position located at different cor-
ners of the touch panel, respectively;

capturing an auxiliary image comprising image informa-

tion of at least one target object from an auxiliary posi-
tion a physical distance away from the first position,
wherein the first image and the auxiliary image are cap-
tured at a first focal length and a second focal length of
a first image sensor and an auxiliary image sensor
respectively;

calculating a plurality of candidate coordinates of the plu-

rality of objects comprising the target object according
to image formation positions of the plurality of objects
in the first image and the second image; and

selecting a set of coordinates of the plurality of candidate

coordinates as coordinates of the target object according
to image formation positions of the target object in the
firstimage and the auxiliary image, the physical distance
between the first position and the auxiliary position, and
the focal lengths of the first image sensor and the auxil-
iary image sensor;

wherein focal lengths of the first image sensor and the

auxiliary image sensor are the same, distance between
the target object and the first position is calculated
according to the following formulae:

where Z represents the distance between the target object
and the first position, f represents the same focal length
of the first image sensor and the auxiliary image sensor
utilized for capturing the first image and the auxiliary
image, b represents the physical distance between the
first position and the auxiliary position, n represents
integer pixel distance between image formation posi-
tions of the target object in the first image and the aux-
iliary image, and w represents unit width of each pixel;
and

selecting the set of coordinates of the plurality of candidate
coordinates as the coordinates of the target object is
performed according to the formulae.
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